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Letter from the President
What a busy, productive and rewarding this first
summer as your president of the GCWG has been! It
has been an honor to be your representative during the
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Wilderness
Act as well as the 20th Anniversary of our Group.
When some of the Board members met in March/April
with the Forest Service to develop the schedule of
events for the summer, I didn’t realize what an effort it
would be to actually pull it off. We planned some extra
events open to the general public that were specifically
geared to the part of our mission statement about
“Public Understanding of the Wilderness Areas in
Grand County”. I created a calendar of just the GCWG
events of the summer and there are only three weeks
between the Spring Member’s Meeting on April 13th
and the Fall Member’s Meeting on October 26th where
there is not at least one GCWG related activity (two
weeks in May and one week in October). The planning
and success of these activities couldn’t have been
accomplished without the team efforts of the entire
Board and Nick Schade at the Forest Service. We’ll go
over all the summer accomplishments at the Fall
Meeting, but their success is due to many organizers of
the special events. These include Joan Shaw for our
participation in the Granby July 4th parade; Christine
Lee for the “Walks for Wilderness” and “Wilderness
Hikes”; Beth Collins for her steadfast leadership in
recruiting participants for the Second Creek Trail
Project and the Columbine Lake Trail Re-route; and for
the very successful Monday Orientation Hikes
organized by Ingrid Anderson; just to name a few. But
truly, the success of all the activities, and the overall
success of the GCWG is due to the active participation
of ALL the members! I’m looking forward to reporting
on all of these events, plus a report on my attendance at
the upcoming Wilderness Conference in Albuquerque
at the Fall Meeting. In addition, we will have a very
special program. Hope to see you all there. -Bob Saint
President
From the GCWG Historian Ann Steers
As your new GCWG historian, I am requesting that
photos from all this summer’s activities be emailed to me
at: ann@saintsteers.com. Please join me in maintaining a
record of the activities of the GCWG for the future especially in this historic year!

www.gcwg.org

Upcoming Events & Information
October 26: Fall Members Meeting, 5:30 pm at Snow Mountain
Ranch in the Rowley Room, This is the room in the Administration
Building under the chapel. 2015 Dues are do at this time.
January 25: White Deer Party Save the Date. Details to follow.
Report your hours: Any trail hosting can be counted as volunteer
hours. We can wear our CGWG shirts or FS volunteer badges or
even just ask trail users if we can help. Nick Schade asked that we
let him know about the trails.
Prepare for next year: Next year the Forest Service's project will
be the Knight Ridge trail. The spring camping trip will be
to Capitol Reef. Date not yet determined.

Volunteers needed for the following activities:
October: Monofilament Recycle Bin Adoption, Material sorting
and shipment, Bluebird Box Survey and Maintenance.
Fall: Campground Bear Bin Interpretation Stickers, Greenridge,
Idlewild, Others
Winter: Remote camera monitoring (ski and snowshoe)
Fall-Spring: Christmas bird count: count participation,
December/January: Organization and data compilation

Great Job Volunteers!

Thank you, Brock McCormick

THE PASS IN APRIL -Jean Tidball
Wipers whip before me
Flakes attack my windshield
from the left, the right
They swirl and dance before me.
I've lost the road
a wall of rock on my left
a guardrail on my right
Bless that guardrail.
I've lost the lights ahead
My hands shake the wheel into a wide white space
I brake before a mound of snow
Surprised to hear my heart pound.
Another car assumes the lead
I follow its tracks around each turn
Its lights flash
Bless those lights.
Flakes become drops
Slush flies up before my headlights
I see the fog lines
Bless those lines
I breathe
My hearbeat slows
The Pass is behind me
I'm almost home

A letter from Sally and Walt Bobb
Sally and I will not be able to attend the GCWG
Celebration this year. We seriously thought about coming,
but air fare prices to Denver right now are terrible on United.
Please tell everyone hello from us and congratulate them all
for a job well done. Any organization that has lasted 20
years, should be recognized for its accomplishments.
Protecting our environment for future generations is
important, and educating the visitors on the wilderness is
vital. We know the Forest Service is appreciative of
everything the Grand County Wilderness Group does.
We hope you have been successful in finding new
members and bringing younger people into the group. We
have learned that eventually any organization must be able to
pass the torch to a new generation in order to continue.
Also education of the school age youth is an important
aspect, that should not be overlooked. Best of luck in the
next 20 years. Keep up the good work.

Spring camping trip 2014

Aloha, Sally and Walt Bobb

Moose at Monarch Lake

Ed Bittle

Spring Camping Trip to Dinosaur National
Monument
Susan Ellis, Joan Shaw, reporters
Thirty three of us met at the Split Mountain Camp ground
on April 26, 2014 After setting up camp we met under the
big tent assembling a delicious taco salad in a Frito bag.
Tom Papathakis and Lisa Vonderhaar played guitar and
mandolin beautifully for our song fest after dinner.
Sat. 4/27 we were all up early to get the 22 rafters off.
The remaining folks went hiking or to the Visitor Center, the
Quarry or the auto tour. It rained off and on and was windy.
Rafters were cold and wet but still hardy as they viewed
fantastic rock formations with the guide explaining the
geology. In addition, they took a short hike to see five sets of
petroglyphs that are not marked on any road sign. The dinner
Sat night had a German theme and the food was delicious.
The Boy Scouts invited us to their American flag retirement
ceremony which was very touching. It was raining so we
were off to bed early.
Sun. 4/28 we had zip lock omelets for breakfast. A big
hit. Everyone went their own way to see the sites and trails
in Dinosaur. Dinner that night had a theme of “Think
Spring” with bright flowers and tablecloths to lift our spirits
after a cloudy day. Featured were Bunny salads. We opened
plastic Easter eggs that revealed hilarious fortunes. Most of
us were awed by the new Dinosaur Museum featuring
authentic huge bones in the actual mountainside that were
older than all of us in age. We highly recommend this
museum to everyone Another great after dinner camp fire
and sing-a-long.
Mon. 4/29 it was cold and windy as we packed up to
leave. It was a wonderful weekend despite the rain and wind.
It was a pleasure to have Ann VanDracek from Boulder with
us as well as first time campers Diane Fisher, Dick , Paisley
and Carolyn Sunderland. Best of all was young Haley
Reichert enjoying all the fresh air and friendship from her
wheelchair.

These yearlings blocked the trail for about 15 minutes then
moved to the shade by the lake for a nap. A family was
picnicking down the trail with a dog and baby and mother
watching the father in a canoe with two other children aboard
that had launched from where the moose were napping. I had
to alert him not to beach where he launched. They landed
down the way and took a route above the trail to get back to
their car while the moose continued their nap.

Celebrate! 2014 GCWG Hikes

Stephen and Christina Hike to Columbine Lake lead by Izzie on July 12 .
Lee
What better way to celebrate 50 years of wilderness and 20
years as a group than to hike, hike, hike. Did you miss a great
opportunity for fun and educational hikes? Here are a few
glimpses of the group hikes. Hike to Monarch Lake on June 21
lead by Izzie Ditmarson (Wilderness Ranger) and Tim Nicklas
(Grand County Historical Association).
Hike to Big Meadows above Cottonwood Pass on June 30 lead
by Christine & Stephen Lee.

Vasquez Wilderness Hike on July 14 lead by Ingrid.

Hike to Columbine Lake lead by Izzie on July 12

Wilderness Walk for kids at Hideway Park on Aug 20.
Christine and Stephen Lee led the hike, Izzie was
assisting.

Hike on the Idewild trails lead by Deb on Aug. 18.

Second set of 3 photos are from hike to Devils Thumb on
July 28.

Hike to Cascade Falls on August 18 lead by Jean Vasicek.

Monitoring Trailhead Attendance

Bob Saint

The Grand County Wilderness Group has been monitoring
and maintaining registration boxes for trailheads leading to
Wilderness Areas for the US Forest Service for 14 years.
There are now a total of 11 registration boxes that are
maintained by the GCWG. A volunteer provides
registration sheets, retrieves them and tabulates the numbers
for that trail. These numbers are given to another volunteer
who pulls them together and writes a report for the Forest
Service. This report has been identified as being very
important in Forest Service planning and funding. The chart
below indicates the Registration trailhead locations and the
volunteers responsible.
The "infamous" Vasquez Wilderness Hike lead by Brock
McCormick on Sept. 12

Many thanks to Stephen and Christina Lee for sharing their
photos.

Trailhead

Volunteer

Coordinators

Bob Saint & Ann Steers

Baker

Gina Tobey

Bowen

Roger & Marsha Bartholomew

Byers Peak

Graham & Louise Powers

Devil's Thumb

OPEN

Junco Lake

Al Rothenbach & Toni Wujek

Keyser Creek/Lake
Evelyn

Bob Saint & Ann Steers

Kinney Creek

OPEN

Monarch Lake

Forest Service

Roaring Fork

Lisa Vonderhaar & Tom Papathakis

St. Louis Lake

Graham & Louise Powers

Vasquez

Jim & Joyce Clair

There are several registration boxes that don’t have data
for 2013. These include Devil’s Thumb and Kinney Creek
that have no volunteer assigned. In addition, as of the
writing of this report, data from Monarch Lake has not been
obtained from the Forest Service.
Below (Figure 1) is a tabular listing of all the data
obtained of the total number of visitors of each trailhead
registration box. Note that there are years where data is
missing for various reasons. Graphs 1, 2 3, and 4 below
more clearly indicate the trends and the variation in usage
for each location in a given year. Monarch Lake is by far
the most heavily used trailhead that is covered by a
registration box. This data is also probably the most
complete because there is a cabin host present most days
during the summer that encourages visitors to register. A
Forest Service employee is present five days a week and a
GCWG volunteer is present most of the time on the days off
for the Forest Service employee. The data was not obtained
from the Forest Service in 2013 for this report. The trend
line is increasing rather steeply for the number of visitors at
Monarch Lake.

Trailhead

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

Monarch

7550

7350

8300

7866

9300

8167

9760

12018

13780

16474

13496

14250

17733

Junco

2400

2800

3700

2828

2800

3122

2592

3242

3275

3070

3323

3246

3329

2223

Byers Peak
St. Louis
Creek
Devil’s
Thumb

2950

2350

2750

2128

2300

950

1003

659

810

901

750

936.5

994

2650

2052

2020

1001

682

886

754

1112

623

698

604

Baker

1230

1530

1150

1144

998

1034

Bowen
Kinney
Creek

830

990

630

616

710

270

370

280

252

Lake Evelyn

150

530

520

Vasquez

530

615

675

853

1218
1185

991

962

1252

1407

890

839

1389

687

568

582

651

596

470

612

420

203

205

157

193

328

332

420

430

431

473

351

412

378

344

378

167

424

530

366

400

435

524

461

444

427

1201

1345

1085

1363

Roaring Fork

455
1139

913

Figure 1. Visitors Recorded at Trailhead Registration Boxes

Graph 1. Visitors Recorded at Monarch and Junco Lakes

Graph 2. Visitors Recorded at Byers Peak & St. Louis Creek

The Junco Lake Cabin trailhead is hosted by
CGWG volunteers on weekends and holidays during
the summer. It should be noted that the access road to
the Junco Lake Cabin trailhead was closed for most of
the summer of 2013, thus the reason for the lower
numbers for that year. The trend is almost flat even
with the low number for 2013.
Both Byers Peak and St. Louis Creek trailheads are
located relatively close together and show similar
numbers and trends. Note that the access road for
both of these trailheads was closed in 2005, which
required an additional 3-5 miles of hiking each way.
This has resulted in a significant reduction in visitors
starting in 2005. Therefore, the trend for both
trailheads is downward when you consider all the
years in the survey. If you only consider the years
since 2005, the trend would be almost even.
The Kenny Creek and Lake Evelyn/Keyser Creek
(Graph 3) trailheads are located in a remote part of
Grand County, and therefore have less usage and
fairly erratic usage. Data for Kenny Creek is missing
for several years. The trend for both trailheads is
slightly lower over the years of the data collection.
Graph 4 shows three unrelated trailheads. The
Vasquez trailhead has the most complete data starting
in 2000 with a slightly downward trend. The Roaring
Fork trailhead registration box was installed in mid2007. Because of the extremely low number for 2007
compared to the following years, it is impossible to
obtain reliable trending for this trailhead. The Devil’s
Thumb registration box was installed in 2012 and that
is the only year we have data at this time.
In summary, the data obtained from the registration
boxes that are maintained by the Grand County
Wilderness Group shows that there is general trend of
lower usage of the trails in the Wilderness areas of
Grand County. The exceptions are Monarch Lake,
which has seen a significant increase and Junco Lake,
which is has stayed constant. It’s hard to know if this
is really the trend, or if having a trailhead host almost
every day in the summer at Monarch Lake and on the
weekends at Junco Lake to encourage hikers to “sign

Graph 3. Visitor attendance at Kenny Creek & Lake Evelyn

Daisy Days- 2014
Free Trees!
The Granby fourth of July parade was well attended.
The GCWG walked together in the parade. Just prior to
the event, we dug up overcrowded tree saplings to carry in
the procession. After the parade, the trees were offered
for free to the guests. Reforesting Grand County is just
one of the many activities that GCWG promotes.

Graph 4. Visitor attendance at Deveil's Thumb, Vasquez &
Roaring Fork

which is has stayed constant. It’s hard to know if this is really
the trend, or if having a trailhead host almost every day in the
summer at Monarch Lake and on the weekends at Junco Lake
to encourage hikers to “sign in” is the reason for the two
exceptions to the data trend.

Granby Fourth of July Parade
Moose on the Trail to Cascade Falls
On the GCWG hike to Cascade Falls we saw several
moose along the trail. The picture to the left was taken
quickly as I made sure to stay out of his way. There were
2 bull moose and one cow taking a leisurely stroll through
the salad bar. We started this hike in the pouring rain, but
it ended up a beautiful day! The day was so perfect, in
fact, that we headed toward Crater Lake after reaching the
falls. -Jean Vasicek

Grand County Wilderness Mission Statement: To assist the US Forest Service in the preservation, protection, improvement
and public understanding of the wilderness areas in Grand County.
Preservation
Public Understanding
• Cabin Hosting (Junco and Monarch)
Patrol shores for fish line filament and recycling
• Hike wilderness trails
Work on a National Public Lands day project
• Lead a group hike
Adopt an Osprey nest
• Take digital photos to share
Monitor a blue bird box
• Staff the booth at the Art Affair
Improvement
• Wear your tee shirt, hat, vest to bring awareness
•
Adopt a registration box
Protection
• Join a Daisy Days project and help eradicate
 Construct signage
noxious weeds
 Update trail bulletin boards
• Join TUTI
• Pollinator seeding project

Special Thanks
We would like to thank Chas McConnell of McConnell Design and Printing Co for sponsorship of the newsletter.
2013 dues are due. Only $20: Send to Grand County Wilderness Group – PO
Box 206 Tabernash 80478

Application Form (Fill in information below and send this form
with payment.)
Name:
Address:
Email:
Phone:
Interests (Please circle interests listed above and make contact accordingly):

Grand County Wilderness Group
PO Box 206
Tabernash CO 80478

OFFICERS FOR GCWG:
President: Jim Magill
president@gcwg.org
(970-726-5423)
VP:
Al Rothenbach
vpres@gcwg.org
(970)-887-9042
Treasurer: Tom Whitten
treas@gcwg.org
(970)-887-2900
Secretary: Christine Lee
sec@gcwg.org
708-990-5967
NEWSLETTER:
Content: Holly Whitten
newsl@gcwg.org
(970)-887-2900
Editor:
Jean Vasicek
jean@winterparkhoney.com
407-363-9061

